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GOING TO THE COMMUNALBATH ~ ENGLISH

(1J While ryokans provide an individual (sometimes
for family-use) bath for each guest room, they al-
most always feature large communal baths. In
hot spring resorts, the hot spring mineral water
is piped into the communal bath. There are sep-
arate baths for men and women. Undress in the
dressing room and place your clothes in the bas-
ket or shelf provided. Then enter the bath area.

(2) Remember to bring a towel.

(3) Ask the Maid.

(A) Do you have a bath towel?
Where is the communal bath?

(4] Why communal baths?
Perhaps the single most attractive thing about
communal baths is the sense of space. The pure
luxury of stretching out in a spacious bath
seems to melt away your tiredness and makes
you feel rejuvenated and refreshed. When enter-
ing the bathtub, one strips to the skin without
wearing a towel around the body or wearing a
swimsuit. Also do not bring a towel into the tub.
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